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6 NEWS
Anything tweeted can be used as evidence
British lawyers have warned social media
users that their tweets could be used as evidence against them. Barrister Mark McDonald
said messages written online are being
increasingly used by the Crown Prosecution
Service and police. An American teenager had
a manslaughter charge upgraded to murder,
partly because he had boasted about speed-

ing on Twitter, according to prosecutors. Cody
Hall, 18, is accused of knocking over and killing
cyclist Diana Hersevoort, 58, in Dublin, California. It is alleged he tweeted messages including: ‘‘Live fast die young’’ and ‘‘come on a
death ride with me’’. Twitter’s terms of service
warn: ‘‘You should only provide content that
you are comfortable sharing with others.’’

Inside
Opera lovers know it isn’t over until the fat
lady sings, and the already star-studded
list vying for the Guillaume at Bennelong
restaurant site at the Sydney Opera House
has a late contender. Icebergs Dining
Room and Bar owner Maurice Terzini is
now vying for the site.
Scott Bolles’ Short Black column
in GoodFood

Rinehart resigns
as charity head
defends cash use
William Jackson

Gina Rinehart has resigned from
the advisory board of an Australian
charity campaigning against human trafﬁcking in Cambodia and
other south-east Asian countries,
amid allegations of ﬁnancial mismanagement.
The founder and chief executive
of the organisation, former Melbourne police ofﬁcer Steve Morrish, quit on Friday, pending an independent audit of the organisation’s ﬁnances. Mrs Rinehart was a
big donor to the charity.
Former staff claim that hundreds
of thousands of dollars earmarked
for speciﬁc causes – including the
Hope Scholarship Fund for underprivileged girls, a crisis support
centre for rape victims and an
orphanage fund – had instead been
spent on operational costs for the
organisation, known as South East
Asia Investigations into Social and
Humanitarian Activities.
The costs included staff wages,
ofﬁce rental in Phnom Penh and
Thailand, travel and vehicles.
A spokesperson for Mrs Rinehart’s Hancock Prospecting said in
an email on Friday that Mrs Rinehart had been made aware of the
allegations only recently.
SISHA is an Australian-registered not-for-proﬁt body. Its website says it conducts investigations,
trains police and gives legal support
and after care for victims.
Mr Morrish was a detective senior constable with Victoria Police before arriving in Cambodia and
founding SISHA in 2007. His proﬁle
on the business networking site LinkedIn says he is managing director
of SM Services Group, which
provides security, and SMCS Investments Company Ltd. He is also
president of the Cambodian Eagles
Australian Rules Football Club.
Blaming an online destabilisation

campaign for his departure, Mr
Morrish said he planned to ﬁght the
allegations. “Standing down will
also allow me to better pursue the
defamatory and unfounded allegations made against me. The board
of SISHA has engaged KPMG to
undertake an independent review,
and I’m conﬁdent that this will put
to rest allegations of ﬁnancial impropriety against me,” he said.
Mr Morrish’s resignation came
after a letter was sent to the board
of SISHA’s US arm by former executive director Sean Looney. The letter, containing allegations about
ﬁnances and Mr Morrish’s conduct,
has been leaked to the media and
various Cambodian blog sites.
In the letter, Mr Looney advises
the remaining board members to
resign to avoid “legal and ﬁnancial
risk” from being associated with
the organisation.
The letter includes a transcript
of a Skype text chat during which
Mr Looney is summarily dismissed
by Mr Morrish for refusing to transfer $US30,000 ($32,646) intended
for the girls’ scholarships into
SISHA’s general expenses account.
Three other SISHA staff resigned
after Mr Looney’s dismissal.
SISHA chairman Stephen Higgins, a former chief executive of
ANZ Royal Bank in Cambodia, said
in an email that SISHA still had “in
the hundreds of thousands in earmarked cash balances”.
“The board has received assurances regarding the appropriateness of spending being in line with
donor wishes, and has requested
an independent review to conﬁrm
this,” he said.
“The board is conﬁdent that
with the ongoing support of donors
that SISHA will continue to support victims of human trafﬁcking
and sexual assault in Cambodia,
along with fulﬁlling its scholarship
and orphanage programs.”

In the family: Malaya owner Lance Wong (main); the restaurant’s founders, Wong’s parents (top left); the original

It’s getting hot in the kitchens, but
Lucy Carroll
At a time when Sydneysiders
thought Asian food meant sweet
and sour or lemon chicken, the
Malaya arrived to prove otherwise.
The dining institution, which
celebrates its 50th birthday this
month, was the ﬁrst restaurant to
bring south-east Asian cuisine to
our tables.
‘‘I can remember my father was
worried if the food would be accepted by the public,’’ says owner

Lance Wong. ‘‘It took a few years,
but eventually it caught on.’’
The family-run business was
opened in 1963 at the southern end
of George Street by Mr Wong’s
father, Wong Tai See, a merchant
seaman who had recently migrated
from Hong Kong.
He was a food pioneer, says Mr
Wong, who served up traditional
laksa, curry and spicy sambol. The
restaurant quickly attracted loyal
followers, many of them students,
crooks, journalists and detectives.

Mr Wong and his wife Givie
Wong took over the business in
1996 and moved it to its present
location in a glass-fronted building
on King Street Wharf.
‘‘We’ve always been true to our
food,’’ Mr Wong says. ‘‘Our Malay
and Indonesian ﬂavours haven’t
changed. We have customers that
have been coming in for 50 years
and they still eat the same dishes.’’
It is that consistency and dedication that are crucial to survival in
the restaurant business, says Beppi

Fiery Gattellari accused of lying after account of murder payment changes
Kate McClymont

‘‘I couldn’t put an ad in the Daily
Herald,’’ said Lucky Gattellari
about the travails of ﬁnding a hitman to carry out the murder of
businessman Michael McGurk.
The former champion boxer is
the Crown’s star witness in its case
against
millionaire
property
developer Ron Medich, whose committal hearing is being presided
over by magistrate Jan Stevenson.
Gattellari, 63, said it would have
been ‘‘absurd’’ to record his discus-

sions with Mr Medich about the
planned murder of McGurk in his
diary. Wearing a light grey suit and
ﬂanked
by
prison
guards,
Gattellari repeatedly locked horns
with Mr Medich’s barrister,
Winston Terracini, SC.
‘‘You’ll be here [in the witness
box] for a long time, Gattellari,’’ Mr
Terracini said.
‘‘I’ve only got another 41⁄2 years,’’
said Gattellari, referring to the
three years he has served over the
2009 murder of McGurk, allegedly
at the behest of Mr Medich.

Mr Terracini suggested it was
Gattellari who wanted McGurk out
of the way because he presented a
threat to Gattellari’s relationship
with his benefactor, Mr Medich, a
claim hotly denied by the boxer.
Gattellari claimed that, some
months before the murder, Mr
Medich paid him two lots of
$250,000 for the hit. The money
was handed over in Mr Medich’s
Leichhardt ofﬁce, Gattellari told
the hearing on Monday.
Mr Terracini accused Gattellari
of lying because in his police state-

ment he claimed the ﬁrst $250,000
had been handed over at Mr
Medich’s Point Piper home.
Gattellari said he had made a
mistake because of all the other
times he had collected money from
Mr Medich’s ofﬁce. He revised his
evidence to say that the ﬁrst
$250,000 was provided by Mr
Medich at his house.
Gattellari was also grilled about
investing in a Toongabbie massage
parlour and employing prostitutes.
He conﬁrmed that ‘‘Candy’’,
‘‘Coco’’, ‘‘Chanel’’, ‘‘Mimi’’ and oth-

ers who were on the company payroll were, in fact, Asian escorts who
were paid for ‘‘services rendered’’
to Gattellari’s business associates.
When questioned about why
some were paid by cheque,
Gattellari said they were Mr
Medich’s ‘‘favourites’’.
Questioned about why he paid
$2500 to ‘‘Candy’’, Gattellari said:
‘‘It’s none of your business.’’
Forced to answer, Gattellari told
Mr Terracini that it was for educational purposes.
The hearing continues.

